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He kupu mai i te teepu tumuaki 
(a word from the Principal’s desk) 

 
 
Kia ora koutou e te whānau, 

As we come to the close of week two, I would like to thank all parents and whānau who took the time on Tuesday to 

connect with our teachers during the Parent Teacher Interviews. This is an invaluable opportunity for us as a school to 

connect with you. If you have not already, please take time to connect with your child’s teachers and to ask any 

questions about their learning and development at school.  

Last week I was given the opportunity to travel to the Bay of Islands as a part of the 

Māori Achievement Collaborative National Wānanga. The experience was a time of rich 

learning and profound reflection. Under the manaaki of Ngāpuhi we were guided 

through stories and experiences and much kōrero, all of which set down a wero 

(challenge) for us as we return to our own communities.  

We have achieved much at Aparima College in terms of 

the success of all our learners and a deliberate effort to 

recognise mana whenua and the place of Māori at our 

school is beginning to reap rewards. This was 

demonstrated none more so than in the recent work of 

our Year 12 English class who wrote deeply personal 

accounts of their Turangawaewae (place they belong – 

my place). We have come far but have much to learn 

and far to go.  

Students will be selecting their option for the next round of Kia Tū next week. I would like to extend my thanks to the 

community members who have contributed to our programme which seek to support learners to develop a sense of 

identity and place.  

Attendance continues to be a concern for us at school and we ask for your support in making sure your child arrives at 

school on time each day.  We were excited on Monday to celebrate 125 students who have attended school 90% or 

more in Term 1 and hope that at the end of Term 2 this number will be even higher. A reminder that attendance below 

80% may lead to your child missing out on activities such as school camp, trips and sports exchanges. You are able to 

check your child’s attendance via the KAMAR portal. If you are having difficulties getting your child to school, please 

do not hesitate to contact either their form teacher or any member of the management team; we are here to support 

regular attendance.  

Finally, I have mentioned previously how well our seniors did in 2023 with their NCEA results. Recent articles in the 

ODT and Southland Express have highlighted the poor performance of Southland and Otago. I would like to reassure 

our community that the trends at Aparima College are somewhat against this tide, with our Level 1 students in 2023 

performing better than in the previous 5 years with 77.4% achievement. We are excited for this cohort at Level 2 and 

would like to remind families that it is important for students to be staying ahead of their studies by putting in some 

work at home.  

Ngā mihi nui, 

Aloma Williams 

 



 

  

ANZAC Assembly 

 

 

 



 

 

  Speed Careers 

In conjunction with Great South Aparima College ran a mini careers export in the school hall on the 1st of May.  

We are very appreciative to the following Employer presenters who gave up their time to give valuable knowledge to 

80 of our senior students. 

Lynne from Agricademy  

Yudi and support person from F4 

Alana from ETCO  

Katarina and Maka representing Eagles, Eagles Redpath/ Walker Murdoch Law 

Donna, Mel and doctor from Riverton Medical Centre  

Kyle and Glenis from Southern Group Training 

Alison from Great South 

Katie and Colleagues from New Zealand Police Service. 

 

After a brief introduction students broke into groups of eight and on the bell moved around the Hall every 7 

minutes. A very quick run down from each of our employers gave our students a snap shot of that industry or 

occupation and this has already sparked interest in different career paths for some of our students.  

 



COMMUNITY NOTICES 
  

Mau Rākau 

Aparima College students were last week awarded for their on-going commitment and hard work. Maya Wilson, 

Blaze Rodgers and Max Woodward. Their mana has continued to grow through their involvement with Mau 

Rakau, grading their poutahi tipare, the second level of mau rākau Māori weaponry.  Students are tested to their 

limits both physically and mentally.  

Students also develop their understanding of Te Reo Māori and Te Ao Māori. They gain skills and NCEA credits 

through their journey in Mau Rākau. 

“finally, the work paid off” Maya Wilson 

We would like to extend our gratitude to Kingi Thomas and the Te Oriori Trust for the continued support of our 

kura and rangatahi.  

 



 

 

   

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please LIKE and follow our Aparima College 

Facebook page, this is where you will know what 

is happening here at the College! 



 

  

Golf 

We would like to thank Riverton Golf Club for their ongoing support of our students who have enjoyed participating 

in golf throughout last term.  

 



 

 

 

  

Young Enterprise 

Our Young Enterprise students are busy marketing and selling their products this term and preparing to pitch their 

products in Invercargill Dragon's Den -style. Our Momos-Taste of Nepal team make tasty Nepalese dumplings and a 

delicious sauce packaged for the freezer which make an awesome winter snack or light meal ($10 for a bag of 5; 

contact deeppathak1032@gmail.com).  

Our team River are selling a  handy beaker thermos, ideal for hot 

or cold drinks to keep you hydrated ($50 each; contact 

mali.grimwood@aparima.school.nz) 

Tristan runs a mean basketball session for children at Riverton 

Primary School on Tuesdays 3-4pm ($2 per session; contact 

tristan.remata@aparima.school.nz) 

Our Treet Yourself team are always happy to hear from customers 

who would like native trees sourced and planted on their property 

(contact Brodie or Caleb for a quote; treetyourselves@gmail.com) 

Watch this space for products and services from our Year 12 

students. 

 

 

 

 

 

Poetry Workshops 

Aparima College is really fortunate to have some amazing visitors coming to school to support our literacy and 

creativity. On Friday 17th May Children's Reading Ambassador Alan Dingley is coming to promote the joy of reading, 

and on Friday 7th June 1-3pm, poets Kay McKenzie Cooke and Jenny Powell are running a poetry workshop for 

students and community members to polish their poems. Imogen Coxhead has kindly agreed to help people edit their 

poems as well. If you are interested in attending, please contact the College office. 
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Property Updates 

Building works continue to progress in the gym changing rooms and library. We are excited to have the hall 

bathrooms open and looking great. Shortly we will be having some visual modifications being painted around the 

school for safety. Further painting work will be undertaken at the conclusion of all capital works.  



 

  

 

 

 

Messages to Students  
If you wish to leave a message for your child, this must be phoned through to the College office by 11:30 am. We 

cannot promise that messages will get to your child if left after 12 noon. 

Leaving the College Grounds  
All students who leave the college during the day MUST have permission from the school as well as their 

parents/caregivers contacting the college office to advise a reason for leaving. The students MUST sign out through 

the office. Late students and those returning to the college MUST sign in at the office. Exeat passes are available to 

town students who wish to go HOME ONLY FOR LUNCH on a regular basis. Reminder to Senior students – if you wish 

to drive a vehicle to school you must collect a permission form from the office and get this signed by a 

parent/caregiver and return to the office. Note that you need to bring your driver’s licence to the office to be copied. 

(A new form needs to be filled in every year so although you did this last year you need to do it again this year). 

 



 

  

UP AND COMING EVENTS 
 

15 May 2024 Paid Union Meeting school closes at 1:10pm 
15 May 2024 Secondary Cross Country 
17 May 2024 School Cross Country 
17 May 2024 PINK SHIRT DAY 
19 May 2024 Southland Swimming Champs Primary & Secondary 
22 May 2024 BOT Meeting 6:30pm – All Welcome 
25 May 2024 School Ball 7-10pm 
27-28 May 2024    Otago Open Day 
27 May 2024 Co-reg Exam – Reading 
28 May 2024 Co-req Exam – Numeracy 
29 May 2024 Co-req Exam – Writing 
31 May 2024 Western Shield Year 7/8 
3 June 2024 KING’S BIRTHDAY 
4 June 2024 TEACHER ONLY DAY  
7 June 2024 Dan David Poetry Workshop 1-3 in Library 
7 June 2024 Western Cross Country 
11 June 2024 Young Enterprise Pitches – Invercargill 
13 June 2024 PTA Meeting 4:30pm – All Welcome 
14 June 2024 Southland Primary Cross Country 
19 June 2024 BOT Meeting – 6:30pm – All Welcome 
 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


